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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5161

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Ei de and Swecker)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to accident reports; anmending RCW 46.52.030 and
46. 52. 060; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.52.030 and 1997 ¢ 248 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Unless a report is to be made by a law enforcenent officer
under subsection (3) of this section, the driver of any vehicle
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person
or damage to the property of any one person to an apparent extent equa
to or greater than the m ni mum anount established by rule adopted by
the chief of the Washington state patrol in accordance with subsection
(5) of this section, shall, wthin four days after such accident, nake
a witten report of such accident to the chief of police of the city or
town if such accident occurred wthin an incorporated city or town or
the county sheriff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside
i ncorporated cities and towns. Nothing in this subsection prohibits
accident reports frombeing filed by drivers where danage to property
is less than the m ni mum anount or where a | aw enforcenent officer has
submtted a report.

p. 1 SSB 5161. SL
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(2) The original of the report shall be inmmediately forwarded by
the authority receiving the report to the chief of the Washington state
patrol at dynpia, Washington. The WAshi ngton state patrol shall give
the departnent of licensing full access to the report.

(3) Any law enforcenent officer who investigates an accident for
which a report is required under subsection (1) of this section shal
submt an investigator's report as required by RCW46.52. 070.

(4) The chief of the Washington state patrol nmay require any driver
of any vehicle involved in an accident, of which report nust be nade as
provided in this section, to file supplenental reports whenever the
original report in the chief's opinion is insufficient, and my
i kewi se require wtnesses of any such accident to render reports. For
this purpose, the chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare
and, upon request, supply to any police departnent, coroner, sheriff,
and any other suitable agency or individual, sanple fornms of accident
reports required hereunder, which reports shall be upon a form devised
by the chief of the Wshington state patrol and shall call for
sufficiently detailed information to disclose all material facts with
reference to the accident to be reported thereon, including the
| ocation, the circunstances, the conditions then existing, the persons
and vehicles involved, the insurance information required under RCW
46. 30. 030, personal injury or death, if any, the anmounts of property
damage clained, the total nunber of vehicles involved, whether the
vehicles were legally parked, legally standing, or noving, ((anrd))
whet her such vehicles were occupied at the tinme of the accident, and
whet her any driver involved in the accident was distracted at the tine

of the accident. Distractions contributing to an accident nust be
reported on the accident form and include at least the follow ng
m ni num reporting options: Not distracted; operating a handheld

electronic telecomunication device; operating a hands-free wreless
tel ecommuni cati on device; other electronic devices (including, but not
l[imted to, PDA's, laptop conputers, navigational devices, etc.);:
adjusting an audio or entertainnent systenm snoking; eating or
drinking; reading or witing:; groomng; interacting with children,
passengers, aninmals, or objects in the vehicle; other inside
distractions; outside distractions; and distraction unknown. Every
required accident report shall be made on a form prescribed by the
chief of the Washington state patrol and each authority charged with

SSB 5161. SL p. 2
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the duty of receiving such reports shall provide sufficient report
forms in conpliance with the formdevised. The report forns shall be
designated so as to provide that a copy my be retained by the
reporting person.

(5) The chief of the Washington state patrol shall adopt rules
establishing the accident-reporting threshold for property damage
accidents. Beginning Cctober 1, 1987, the accident-reporting threshold
for property damage accidents shall be five hundred dollars. The
accident-reporting threshold for property danage accidents shall be
revi sed when necessary, but not nore frequently than every two years.
The revisions shall only be for the purpose of recognizing economc
changes as reflected by an inflationary index recommended by the office
of financial managenent. The revisions shall be guided by the change
in the index for the tinme period since the |last revision.

Sec. 2. RCW46.52.060 and 1998 ¢ 169 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It shall be the duty of the chief of the Washington state patrol to
file, tabulate, and analyze all accident reports and to publish
annual ly, immediately followng the close of each fiscal year, and
monthly during the course of the year, statistical information based
t hereon show ng the nunber of accidents, the |ocation, the frequency,
whet her _any driver involved in the accident was distracted at the tine
of the accident and the circunstances thereof, and other statistica
i nformati on which may prove of assistance in determ ning the cause of
vehi cul ar acci dents. Distractions contributing to an accident to be
reported nust include at least the follow ng: Not di stract ed;
operating a handheld electronic telecomunication device; operating a
hands-free wirel ess tel ecommuni cation device; other electronic devices
(including, but not limted to, PDA's, |aptop conputers, navigational
devices, etc.):; adjusting an audio or entertainnment system snoking;
eating or drinking; reading or witing; groomng; interacting wth
children, passengers, animals, or objects in the vehicle; other inside
di stractions; outside distractions; and distraction unknown.

Such accident reports and analysis or reports thereof shall be
available to the director of | i censi ng, the departnent of
transportation, the wutilities and transportation comm ssion, the
traffic safety conm ssion, and other public entities authorized by the
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chief of the Wshington state patrol, or their duly authorized
representatives, for further tabulation and analysis for pertinent data
relating to the regulation of highway traffic, highway construction
vehi cl e operators and all other purposes, and to publish information so
derived as may be deened of publication val ue.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect January 1, 2006.

Passed by the Senate February 9, 2005.

Passed by the House April 7, 2005.

Approved by the Governor April 22, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 22, 2005.
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